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Happy Hotai, and pedestal, at the Morikami
Museum in Delray Beach, taken by Elissa
Rudolph.
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President’s Column by Beth Rappaport

Greetings Palm Beach Area Mensans, with you.

The first invoices from American Mensa regarding Q: How many counties are within our group's
membership renewals for 2023-2024 have gone out. It boundaries ?
is never too soon to renew, and our group enjoys see- A Seven

ing the lists of continuing members. Your membership

means so much to us and we hope you enjoy being Q: What are the names of those counties?

part of our organization. If you are unsure about re- A: Palm Beach, Martin, St. Lucie, Okeechobee,
newing, please do not hesitate to reach out and share Highlands*, Glades, and Hendry*
your concerns. Contact details are listed in this news- Sincerely,
letter.
Beth

Last month | had a pop-up trivia contest with two
questions. | am certain you were in suspense since the
last newsletter, so | am happy to share the answers

* Only a portion


http://palmbeach.us.mensa.org/

Notes from the Disk of the Editor
by Dan Tobias

| have been informed that my predecessor as editor,
Molly Leban, has passed on 12/16/22. (Laura Bulawski,
Molly’s frequent roommate at AGs, told me about this.)
After being editor she also served as LocSec for a few
years, and did lots of other volunteer work for Mensa over
the years. To this day, a lot of the content and formatting
of these newsletters still takes after the publication she put
out that | inherited (though of course I've put my own touch
on it as all editors do). We will all miss her.

Like other Mensa members whose memberships ex-
pire this April Fools Day (anyone without a life membership
or a multi-year membership that goes past this year) | re-
ceived a renewal notice. | plan on renewing, and | hope
you do too!

On to a subject | like to go on about (and still don’t
hear much from readers on whether they enjoy or are of-
fended by it... please write in, both favorably and unfa-
vorably; | don't bite!): “woke” language policing. A particu-
larly silly example of this has just turned up; an office
within the University of Southern California’s School of So-
cial Work has declared the word “field” to be racist be-
cause it supposedly reminds people of agricultural work
done by slaves and migrant farm workers. So no more be-
ing outstanding in your field (or out standing in your field if
you're a farmer); academic field work is now “practicum
work”, using an obscure Latin word (until somebody de-
clares that Latin is too Western-centric and insists they
substitute Swahili or Navajo).

This seems at the moment to be just an outlier, not a
massive trend; no other institutions have followed suit, and
most people at least privately think this is silly, though
there seems to be a lot of social pressure to stay silent
about it if you do think that’s going too far, lest you attract
the ire of people like a social worker association president
quoted in the NPR article about it as saying ‘I don't know
what going too far means... Does that mean going too far
to treat people with dignity and respect and remove all lan-
guage that oppresses people? Then kudos to that depart-
ment.” Such people can get you canceled in some circles.

Nonetheless, when | asked the
sometimes-woke ChatGPT about it, it
said “I'm sorry, but | am not aware of
any evidence to support the claim that
the word ‘field’ perpetuates anti-
Blackness, or that it should be
avoided in academia. ‘Field’ is a commonly used word in a
variety of academic disciplines, including anthropology,
sociology, and geography, to describe research that is
conducted outside of the laboratory in a natural or real-
world setting.” (ChatGPT likes to say it's sorry.)

So, do | have to stop talking about strawberry fields
forever? And is Sally Field politically incorrect too?

The latter might not be a total loss, if it puts a damper
on the incessant promotion for her latest movie, 80 for
Brady. | mean, it's a vaguely interesting movie I'll probably
watch once it reaches home video, but the studio’s market-
ing types seem to be really going into overdrive pushing it.
You can't turn on the TV without seeing something about
it, whether it's the heavily repeated commercials or seg-
ments about it on every talk, variety, and news show,
morning, afternoon, evening, and late-night. And the movie
isn’'t even out yet as | write this.

Those marketers must have been annoyed when the
Tampa Bay Buccaneers lost in the playoffs, so that Brady
won't be in the Super Bowl, something that would have
presumably been helpful for a film centering on a Brady
Super Bowl premiering right around that time. This might
be the end of the story of a man named Brady, or maybe
not... he still hasn’t said for sure whether he’s retiring or
coming back for another year, and he’s already retired and
un-retired twice.

Also in the NFL playoffs, being from New York myself,
| have lots of family members who are disappointed the
Giants lost to the Eagles, but | do know a big Eagles fan
down here in Florida and will probably see the Super Bowl
at his house (first time I've gone out of my house on Super
Bowl day since Covid), so | kind of hope the Eagles go on
to it; that'll be fun.
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https://dailytrojan.com/2023/01/11/dworak-peck-language-change-draws-mixed-reaction/
https://www.npr.org/2023/01/14/1148470571/usc-office-removes-field-from-curriculum-racist
https://chat.openai.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HtUH9z_Oey8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HtUH9z_Oey8
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sally_Field
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/80_for_Brady
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/80_for_Brady
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d2JooUMsDdA

RVC Message by Thomas George Thomas, Region 10 Vice Chair

In my previous column, | mentioned that the next
meeting of the American Mensa Committee (AMC) would
be in January or February, but schedules among the AMC
members didn’t align, so the Spring meeting will be held at
the National Office in Hurst, TX on Saturday, March 11,
2023. The Late Spring meeting will be held remotely on
Saturday, May 20, and the Summer meeting will be held at
the Annual Gathering in Baltimore on Thursday, July 6.
Details on all of these meetings will be posted in advance
under their respective dropdowns at https:/
www.us.mensa.org/lead/amc/meeting-reports/

In my December column, | mentioned that there would
be a change coming to the Region 10 Members Commu-
nity on Mensa Connect. All members of Region 10
(Florida) are automatically enrolled in this Community, with
a choice on how to see messages (Real Time, Digest, or
Online (No Mail)). Some members were using it for open
discussion, yet while some of these discussions were in-
teresting, they drove other members to turn off all notices
from this Community to avoid unsolicited email. The result
was that members were missing information directly re-
lated to Mensa events, such as local group Zoom meet-
ings or the Regional Gathering in Central Florida.

A new Subcommunity called Region 10 General Dis-
cussion has been created to accommodate those who
want to have open discussions. This is an opt-in Subcom-
munity, which means members will have to request to join.
Members of Region 10 will automatically be accepted
upon request. To join this list, please visit https:/
connect.us.mensa.org/communities/local-groups/region-10
and click Region 10 Members Community, then click the
Subcommunities tab on the far right. There will be a link to
Region 10 General Discussion that you can select. Alter-
natively, you can log in to https://connect.us.mensa.org/
home and type General Discussion in the search box,
which will provide links to General Discussion (all Ameri-
can Mensa members have access to this community) and
Region 10 General Discussion (open only to Florida mem-
bers).

Now that this Subcommunity has launched, topics in
the Region 10 Members Community will be limited to
Mensa matters only. It will continue to be open automati-
cally to all Florida members, but no off-topic discussions
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In prior odd-numbered years,
this is the time when the American
Mensa election season would be
kicking off. But in 2019, a Bylaws
referendum was passed to change
the term length from two years to
three, and the election won't be happening until 2024.

| don’t expect to be running for RVC again next year,
since I'm in my fifth term and that’s the longest anyone has
ever served as RVC in American Mensa. It's important to
have leadership volunteers preparing for the next cycle so
you don’t wind up having me appointed again. Ideally,
there would be a nominating committee to seek qualified
candidates, but another Bylaws referendum in 2015 re-
moved the Nominating Committee, so candidates are self-
selecting. From both personal experience and observation,
most newly-elected members of the AMC are unprepared
for the difference in process from serving at the national
level as opposed to the local level, and an RVC is not a
“‘Super-LocSec”, as one person thought it was. It has, how-
ever, been a gratifying experience to serve in the role, and
| recommend it for anyone who is willing to put forth the
commitment.

| would suggest that anyone interested in serving at
the national level get their feet wet by checking the Volun-
teer Marketplace (https://www.us.mensa.org/volunteer/
volunteer-marketplace/) to see if there are any positions
that interest you. At this writing, there are six positions
available on the National Membership Committee, and
other positions open up throughout the year, especially in
July. Additionally, | will be posting information on various
roles on the Region 10 Members Community to give peo-
ple a better sense of what is going on, so make sure
you're set up to get those messages.

Until next month (or until | see you online),

Thomas George Thomas

Email: RVC10@us.mensa.org

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/thomas.g.thomas
Mensa Connect https://connect.us.mensa.org/
communities/local-groups/region-10

Region 10 Facebook Group: https://www.facebook.com/
groups/MensaRegion10/
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https://www.us.mensa.org/volunteer/volunteer-marketplace/
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Letter to the editor by Ed wujcia

Seasons 52 Review by Elissa Rudolph

Dan,

| enjoyed the Al artwork and the Al story. The Al writ-
ing isn't graceful yet, but it's scary-good.

In the first picture from the holiday party, | am pictured
between John Dassau and Denisa Sorensen. Unfortu-
nately, the picture is not me, but another Ed, a better-
looking one at that, named Ed Sorensen.

Please recalibrate your facial recognition software.
Regards
Ed Wujcia

Editor’s Note: No Al was involved in captioning the
pictures, so | must take responsibility for the error. Sorry.

The first Second Sunday dinner of 2023 proved that
best-laid plans sometimes do not stay put. We reserved for
6, and ended up with 12, which the restaurant could not
accommodate in one group. A few dropped out and the
final number was 9. Six is actually a good number to start
with, but some establishments want to either charge to
make a reservation or are unmovable on the initial num-
ber. If we had knowledge of future events, then then we
would have reserved for 9 to begin with. All who showed
up were seated, but in two groups: Steven Wallach and
Barbara, Dan Tobias, Nancy and David Jauvtis, Don Ja-
cobs, Sharron Ronco, Debbie Williams and Elissa Ru-
dolph. A fine time was had by all! Join us for February’s
Second Sunday Dinner at Kaluz, in Wellington.

Theodore Talk by Brad Lucht

Treasurer’s Report by Leslie Trowbridge

Palm Beach County Mensa Balance Sheet as of
12/31/2022

Assets:

Checking/Savings:

PNC Money Market $7,354.52

PNC Bus. Checking $2,082.62

Total Assets $9,347.14

Liabilities and Equity
Liabilities $0

Total Equity $9,347.14
Net Worth $9,347.14

Income Statement for January 1 - December 31, 2022
Income

Local Group Support $5,062.85

Interest earned $0.73

Total Income $5,063.58

Expense

Newsletter $3,766.72

Bank Charge $1.68

Local Functions and Meetings $1,530.78
Total Expense $5,299.18

Net Loss $235.60

The title of the February Theodore Talk is, "Comedy is
a Funny Business". This virtual event will take place on
Zoom February 26 at 2:30 CT. (3:30 ET)

From class clown to comedy kingpin, Dustin Kauffman
has been making people laugh, one way or another, for
most of his life. He first appeared in front of a crowd at an
open mic night in 1999. He started touring in 2003, ap-
pearing in clubs in New York, Chicago, Seattle and Los
Angeles. Tired of life on the road, he returned to Kansas
City in 2014, where he ... sold flooring. Which he was very
good at. But still, it didn’t carry the same thrill as entertain-
ing people. So he began thinking about his own comedy
club. In the summer of 2018 he signed a 5-year lease on
what used to be a Waid’s Diner, and before that a small
four-screen movie theatre. In April of 2019 the Comedy
Club of Kansas City opened. At least for a while, until
Covid shut it down.

Dustin will talk about what it is like to run a comedy
club. From obtaining a liquor license to booking comedians
like Andy Dick, Andrew Dice Clay, Emo Philips, Margaret
Cho, Paul Rodriguez and Marsha Warfield, it may not be
as funny as you think.

Register at https://tinyurl.com/3v7ejms5 .

You must register with an email address associated
with your Zoom account. If you don’t have one, you can
sign up for a free Zoom account at https://zoom.us/signup.
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Short Science Fiction by Greg Krumney — 1984 Revisited

“You are dead,” said the voice from the telescreen,
“Remain exactly where you are. Make no movement until
you are so ordered.”

Julia and Winston stood frozen, waiting for the
Thought Police to arrive. To break a rule meant punish-
ment, blows from the police. They didn’t have to wait long.
Every twitch, every hint of movement was punished with a
blow from a truncheon.

They had endured several minutes of this when the
room erupted in shouts, then screams. The police seemed
to be losing their footing and fell to the ground twitching.

“Good thing they had the electricity on today,” said a
man in coveralls. “If you stay where you are,” he pointed to
the shiny area of the floor where they were standing, “until
we clear this,” he gestured to immobile bodies, “rubbish
away, you'll be free to go.”

He looked at their panicked faces. “No more will come.
Those watching the screen will see you struck over and
over. He smiled, “It's on a loop.”

He led them out of the building and a crowd-filled
street. A Police Patrol helicopter lay burning on the side of
a hill, downed by several pieces of rope attached to
stones.

The Ministry of Truth was being fed lies. Between the
telescreens in the Ministry and the Proles neighborhoods
lay a grey nondescript building. Hidden under the false
floor were banks and banks of machines. The images on
the Ministry’s screens repeated every seven days, show-
ing the same good thinking behavior over and over.

The reality was quite different. Freed from the constant
surveillance, the people spoke of those had been disap-
peared, of torture endured. Hate Week had been going on
for over a month and the building rage was aimed at Big
Brother and all he stood for.

Thought Police sent out to patrol disappeared without
atrace.

The insurgency spread from city to city. Disrupting the
surveillance network was the first priority. It wasn’t compli-
cated or difficult — years of complacency left the video
feeds open to tampering. Next came the training. “Teach

Palm Mensan, February 2023

your children,” was the code phrase. Finally, they attacked
the Ministry of Love to liberate weapons. Once freed,
some prisoners took vengeance on their guards, locking
them in cells filled with their own rats. When the guards
could no longer remain awake, they fell to the ground and
were quickly consumed.

A faint haze of smoke hung over Oceania. Black
smoke wafted out of the giant white buildings that housed
government activities. Most of the telescreens were dark,
some due to the power outage, others lay in the streets,
torn from their mounts and cast it out a window.

Only the capital city remained...

Mr. Obrien stood stiffly. “Yes sir, you should be safe in
here. These walls will hold off an army if needed.” Sud-
denly the lights flickered and went out. Somewhere a gen-
erator started and they came back on. There was a rum-
bling sound coming from doors, from the crowd onside.

‘Launch the weapon. If we destroy the city, they will
give up the struggle. We kill everyone we can find, broad-
cast the carnage and it'll be over,” said the portly man with
the ubiquitous face.

‘Launch confirmed, sir,” said a minion from the Minis-
try of Peace. He studied the console with growing alarm.
“The target coordinates keep changing. Someone else has
control...” “The target is now...us.” The remaining minis-
ters and Big Brother rushed to the doors. Stones and trash
piled outside held them shut.

Mr. Obrien approached Big Brother and addressed
him, “You disappeared my wife, my children. You unper-
soned my mother.” He pulled out a small weapon and
fired. His minions stepped back as Big Brother grabbed his
knee and fell to the ground. “Nasty little gun,” Obrien said,
looking at the weapon, “a gift from your friends at the Min-
istry of Love. We'll all be dead in a few more minutes, but
you'll go first. Even now, the bullet is grinding its way to
your heart. When it reaches the target, it will explode. If
only briefly, you'll know the fear, anger and pain you
brought all of us.

Short Science Fiction by Greg Krumrey. Reprinted by
permission from MSLaneous, the newsletter of St. Louis
Area Mensa.




Birthdays Mensaversaries

Larry Markowitz, Boca Raton 02-Feb  Robert Dolson, Delray Beach 45 years Steven Markel, Jupiter 3 years
Thomas Malone, Boynton Beach 03-Feb  Robert Stark, Boynton Beach 42 years Daniel Austin, Delray Beach 3 years
Christina Encinosa, Boynton Beach ~ 04-Feb  George Kierspe, West Palm Beach 39 years Anthony Tan, Lantana 3 years
Alexis Day, Boca Raton 07-Feb  Henry Lenga, Boca Raton 37 years Leila Sinclair, West Palm Beach 3 years
Christina Selway, Loxahatchee 08-Feb  Laurie Siem, West Palm Beach 36 years Christian Chisholm, Delray Beach 3 years
Gerald Roth, Delray Beach 12-Feb  Jason Goldman, Boca Raton 26 years Eve Sperling, Boca Raton 2 years
Michele Beier, Delray Beach 15-Feb  James Pressly, Palm Beach 22 years Linda Blyden, Boynton Beach 1year
Barry Mirenburg, West Palm Beach ~ 16-Feb  Laura Michaels, Delray Beach 22 years Leyla Yazar, Royal Paim Beach 1year
Daniel Levine, Boca Raton 18-Feb  Berard Reiser, Hobe Sound 21years John Fuchs, Stuart 1year
Terry Halthill, Boynton Beach 28-Feb  Gabriel Vita, Boynton Beach 19 years Skip ngen, Fort Pierce 1 year
Stuart Forster, West Palm Beach 19 years ﬁvﬁ"y }jllgler, Blgcft zaFOtf‘L _ 1 year
- Jay Gwynne, Palm Beach 17 years  Kellon Joyner, Fort saint Lucie year
New Arrivals Matthew Rothenberg, Boca Raton 16 years
Joined: Charles Bierds (Stuart) David Graf, Jensen Beach 15 years Q ?_
Moveln: Jeffrey Blum (Lake Worth) John Schneyer, Boca Raton 14 years e
Joined: Brooke Buchbinder (PB Gardens) Jason Cusell-Barnes, Jupiter 14 years
Rejoin: Neil Evangelista (Boca Raton) Barbara Chudzik-Lea, West Palm Bch 14 years
Joined: Brett Flynn (Port St Lucie) David Jauvtis, Boynton Beach 13 years
Rejoin: Gerald Roth (Delray Beach) Camber Chiocca, Lake Worth 13 years
Joined: Milo Thomas (Port St Lucie) Thomas Rounds, Jensen Beach 12 years
Joined: Colby Zimmerman (Lake Worth) John Vanek, Port Saint Lucie 11 years (

Irwin Katz, Boynton Beach 10 years

Departures Gary Felsher, Palm Beach Gardens 10 years

. . Vea Bley, Boca Raton 8 years
MoveOut: Katrina Waite (Casselberry) .
Also, former editor/LocSec Molly Leban Matthew Dabu, Welington 6 years Rl

Alec Schwartz, Boca Raton 6 years
deceased December 16, 2022. Robert Schindler, Jupiter 5 years
Jordyn Kelman, Boca Raton 4 years C ensa
Q ? Aria Rudnick, boca raton 4 years Faln Beack
==k Kyle Kelman, Boca Raton 4 years ok BachiAres.
- Norman Robbins, Delray Beach 4 years -
Sophie Tan, Lantana 3 years CURRENT STATS:
Ziv Kishony, Delray Beach 3 years 200 paper, 260 electronic.

Member-submitted articles, photos, reviews, event listings, and other publishable material are always welcome; deadline is the 20th of the month
for the following month’s issue. The editor reserves the right to edit for content, space, spelling/grammar nitpickiness, and so on. E-mail:
editor@palmbeach.us.mensa.org. Snail mail: Dan Tobias, 27 Royal Palm Way #301, Boca Raton FL 33432-8740.

NOTE: Mensaversaries are calculated by the National Office based on continuous membership. Lapses of 1 year or more “reset” the join date. If
you believe your record is in error, contact the National Office at 817-607-0060, or MembershipDirector@americanmensa.org.

2022 - 2024 PALM BEACH AREA MENSA
LOCAL GROUP OFFICERS & VOLUNTEERS

LocSec / President * Beth Rappaport president@palmbeach.us.mensa.org
Vice LocSec / Scholarship Chair* Julie Warriner vicepresident@palmbeach.us.mensa.org
Treasurer* Leslie Trowbridge treasurer@palmbeach.us.mensa.org
Membership* Terry Halfhill membership@palmbeach.us.mensa.org
Palm Mensan Editor / Webmaster*  Dan Tobias editor@palmbeach.us.mensa.org
Program Chair* Amy Shaughnessy calendar@palmbeach.us.mensa.org
Member At Large* Cindy Groover cindygroover@gmail.com

Member At Large* / Gifted Youth Parisa Hamzetash giftedyouth@palmbeach.us.mensa.org
Member At Large* / SIGHT coord. Laura Bulawski BULAWS7@aol.com

Testing Coord. / Recording Secretary Elissa Rudolph testing@palmbeach.us.mensa.org
Ombudsman Scott Schwartzberg ombudsman@palmbeach.us.mensa.org
Regional Vice Chair Thomas G Thomas rvcl0@us.mensa.org

* ExComm Board Web: palmbeach.us.mensa.org Facebook: PalmBeachAreaMensa

Meetup: mensa-100 Mensa Connect: Palm Beach Area Mensa
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MENSANS EAT. MEET. GREET and . ..

Check for updates on Meetup and Facebook, and be sure to RSVP there or by phone/email, as details are subject to change.

Wednesday, Feb. 1, 7:00pm

Sunday, Feb. 12, 5:30pm

Tuesday, Feb. 14, 6:00pm

Thursday, Feb. 23, 5:30pm

Sunday, Feb. 26, 3:30pm

Dates to be determined

Coming up...
The PB Mensa Meetup

ExComm Meeting. Come join the local officers and members at large as we discuss the local group activities. Al
members are welcome to come listen, share ideas, and volunteer. Online via Zoom; Meeting ID: 869 6767 3030,
Passcode: 768236 (Zoom Link).

Second Sunday Dinner at Kaluz, 2025 Wellington Green Drive, https://www.kaluzrestaurant.com/kaluz-
wellington/ Appetizers include Tuna Tartare, Fire-Roasted Octopus, Steak Meatballs and Shrimp Cargot. Various
Flatbreads and Salads are available. Dinner entrees: Hatfield Farm Port Chops, Barrel-Cut Filet Mignon, Cedar
Plank Salmon and Scallops Pomegranate and much more. Yum! RSVP by Feb. 11 at noon on Meetup or email
elissa12@bellsouth.net

Virtual Happy Hour to Discuss Books. The selection for this Zoom meeting is “The Savannah Madam” by Tom
Turner, suggested by Kelton Joyner. Discussions of previous selections will also take place. You're welcome to
join us and help shape our Book Discussion group and make suggestions for future book-reads. Meeting ID: 858
0295 0276, Passcode: happy (Zoom link). RSVP on Meetup or to Amy Shaughnessy at 561-352-9245.

Happy Hour at The Beach Club at the Lake Worth Golf Course, 1 7th Ave. N, Lake Worth, http:/
beachclublakeworth.com/ This locale has a great outdoor patio dining area where patrons can relax, have a drink
and socialize. Americana cuisine. RSVP on Meetup or to elissa12@bellsouth.net.

Theodore Talk: Comedy is a Funny Business (see p. 4) by Zoom; register: https:/tinyurl.com/3v7ejms5

Magnificent Mensa Scribes meets (varying dates, might be Thursday, might change again) online via Zoom
(unless they go back to in-person meetings). Are you a writer or aspire to be one? Join Alice Silver and our Men-
san Scribes to hone your skills and to learn about getting published. For info, go ask Alice at alicessss@aol.com.

The usual array of events in future months, but no times or places are yet settled.

https://www.meetup.com/mensa-100/

il
VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED

Scholarship judges are needed for
Florida regional scoring!

Regional judges are needed to review entries
and implement the second round of elimination
judging. Contact Julie if you're able to help or
would like more information.
vicepresident@palmbeach.us.mensa.org
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Some of the things exhibited at the Morikami Museum,
photographed by Elissa Rudolph. Bonsai trees and
things made of paper.
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